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     15 SEPTEMBER 2011


                                                                                                            POC:  LTCOL LLOYD GOODROW

                                                                                                                       338-3324 (office)

                                                                                                                       233-1805 (cell)
VT GUARD ANNOUNCES DEPARTURE CEREMONY FOR VT’S OPERATIONAL SUPPORT AIRLIFT DETACHMENT 27 (OSA DET 27) AND 172ND PUBLIC AFFAIRS DETACHMENT  

The Vermont National Guard will formally say farewell to a dozen soldiers who will depart for yearlong missions in Djibouti, Africa and Kosovo.  The ceremony will take place at 9:00 am Friday morning at Camp Johnson’s Green Mountain Armory in Colchester.  
 Eight members of the VT Guard’s Operational Support Airlift Detachment (OSA DET 27) will leave for Fort Benning, Georgia on Friday afternoon prior to reporting for duty at Djibouti, Africa where they will conduct flying operations transporting passengers and cargo throughout the area of operations.  OSA DET 27 flies the C-12U aircraft, the military version of the twin turboprop Beachcraft KingAir 200 aircraft.  The unit completed a yearlong mission to Afghanistan in 2008.  
Four members of the Vermont Guard’s 172nd Public Affairs Detachment will depart for Kosovo in October.  They will support public affairs operations in Kosovo for the 157th Maneuver Enhancement Team out of Wisconsin Army National Guard.  Missions will include media escort, broadcast and print stories for media outlets.  The last time the Public Affairs Detachment deployed was to Kosovo in 2002.





###
NOTE TO MEDIA:  You are welcome to attend this event.  Please arrive at the Camp Johnson Main Gate no later than 8:40 am.  Confirm at 233-1805.  Lloyd
